
Minutes 
Citizens for Maryland Libraries 
March 5, 2016 
University of Maryland, iSchool    
 
Present: 
Vice President Kristen Pironis 
Secretary Pat Hofmann 
Treasurer Stuart Ragland 
Board Members Leslie Bowman, Margaret Carty, Jennifer Curtis, Martha Grahame, Sandy Lombardo, Al 
Martin and Lynn Wheeler 
Executive Director Diane Barlow 
 
Due to the absence of President John Carty, Vice President Pironis called the meeting to order at 10:09 
am.  Introductions took place and two new members were welcomed.  
 
Mr. Ragland moved and Ms. Grahame seconded that the minutes of the October 10,  2015, meeting be 
approved.  All in favor. 
 
Main acronyms used: 
CML = Citizens for Maryland Libraries 
DLDS = Division of Library Development and Services 
MACL = Maryland Advisory Council on Libraries 
LBPH = Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. 
SLRC = State Library Resource Center 
MLA = Maryland Library Association 
MACO = Maryland Association of Counties 
 
Reports 
 
There is no President’s Report today. 
 
The Executive Director provided a written report.  Ms. Barlow noted that she would like to hire a student 
to prepare documents for the archives.   
 
Meeting dates were selected as June 4, at Calvert Library Fairview Branch and October 1 probably at 
Kent Island.  (Ms. Pironis will check on availability.) 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Mr. Ragland posted  the treasurer’s report on Dropbox.  Mr. Ragland presented the proposed budget for 
2016.  Ms. Hofmann  moved and Mr. Martin seconded that the budget be approved with one addition.  All 
in favor. 
 
Minutes of Annual Meeting 
Ms. Wheeler moved and  Mr. Martin seconded to recommend approval of the minutes of the annual 
meeting held on February 3.  All in favor.  The minutes will receive final approval at the next annual 
meeting.  This process will be recommended to the Bylaw Committee.  (Annual meeting minutes will be 
recommended for approval at the next regular meeting after the annual meeting.  Final approval would 
take place at the next annual meeting.) 
 
 



Legislative Report 
Ms. Hofmann reported as follows: 
Carla Hayden , Director of Enoch Pratt Free Library, has been nominated to be Librarian of Congress.  
When she is confirmed, the Legislative Panel will assist with appropriate festivities.   
Ms. Hofmann advised the Board of the current bills and the status of each.  The funding bill, SB 337, HB 
144 passed the Senate committee and will go to House Ways and Means.  The Ways and Means 
Committee has not voted on any bills yet.  The task force bill SB 338, HB 138 received an unfavorable 
report from the Senate Committee because they don’t like task forces.  However they do like libraries, so 
the bill is not dead.  It is likely that HB 138 (House version) will get approval and cross to the Senate. 
Another bill, HB 1375 has been filed about Access to Obscene Material at libraries.  MLA and MAPLA 
will write testimony against this bill, as it is not necessary. 
The Capital Grant hearings are on March 15 and 16. 
A bill to provide more funding to Enoch Pratt Free Library, HB 1401, so they can open branches on 
Sundays was filed.  As this is a one county (city) bill, the Legislative Panel will not take a stand. 
Ms. Hofmann testified in the House and Senate on behalf of the library bills, a total of three trips to 
Annapolis. 
Ms. Wheeler provided additional information about the Task Force.  She explained the potential benefits 
to libraries.  DLDS has received more than their fair share of cuts within K – 12 at the Department of 
Education.  The timing is perfect for this opportunity to reconsider where libraries should be placed 
within the Education Law.  If the Task Force bill is approved, the committee will work from July to 
December, with a final report due in December.  The Maryland Advisory Council on Libraries could 
serve as the Board for the State Library.  John Bertot of the iSchool studied state library agencies and  
Maryland  is one of only two or three agencies under K – 12 education.  If the library agency operation 
moved to the SLRC, Maryland would have the DLDS and SLRC together in one building with LBPH 
around the corner. 
 
Correspondence 
Amanda Courie sent CML a thank you letter for her award as Outstanding Library Employee.   
 
Awards 
Ms. Wheeler presented a report from the Awards committee. 
Ms. Hofmann moved and Ms. Grahame seconded that Susan Schmidt receive the Marion Satterthwaite 
Award for 2016.  All in favor.  This award will be presented at the MLA Conference.   
Mr. Ragland moved and Mr. Martin seconded that John Courie receive the Davis McCarn award for 
2016.  All in favor.  This award will be presented at the MLA Conference. 
 
Ms. Barlow created a chart for four awards presented by CML. 
 
Ms. Barlow presented a proposal for the Outstanding Library Employee Award.  The iSchool proposes, 
under certain conditions, to partner with CML in awarding the Outstanding Library Employee Award.  A 
number of pros and cons to this proposal were discussed.  Some of the thoughts were:  the award is to 
promote CML, desire to keep the CML in the name of the award, the iSchool and/or  CML could launch a 
new award to a graduate, positive to have another organization fund the award.   Perhaps the iSchool 
could start a new award for an iSchool graduate.  Mr. Martin moved and Ms. Wheeler seconded that the 
draft language in the proposal be approved and presented back to the iSchool, with Diane offering to edit 
the document, send it back to the CML board, and thank the Dean on behalf of CML.  The name of the 
award is recommended to be “Citizens for Maryland Libraries Outstanding Library Employee Award, 
sponsored by the iSchool.” 
 
A discussion took place about the 2016 Outstanding Library Employee Award. Ms. Wheeler moved the 
following:  Send  notice to those who had previously submitted nominations with a winner to be decided 



and announced at MLA, with the award presented  at the annual meeting.  The partnership with the 
iSchool, if approved, would start in 2017.  The Dean would be invited to the 2016 presentation.  An 
informational paragraph will be distributed at MLA to provide notice for  2017 nominees.  Seconded by 
Mr. Ragland.  All in favor. 
 
Committees 
Members of the board discussed committee assignments with the following decided: 
 
Audit Committee (to meet prior to the first meeting of the year, with an exception for this year when the 
meeting will be before the June meeting) 
Chair Mr. Martin 
Mr. Carty 
Ms. Pironis 
Mr. Ragland 
 
Nominating Committee 
Ms. Grahame 
More members needed 
 
Membership and Member Relations Committee 
Ms. Lombardo 
Ms. Trennepohl (tentative) 
Ms. Schmidt (tentative) 
 
Finance Committee (new revenue streams is one duty) 
Ms. Grahame 
Mr. Martin 
 
Awards Committee 
Chair Ms. Wheeler 
Ms. Carty 
Ms. Hofmann 
Ms. Curtis 
 
By laws Committee 
Chair Pat Hofmann 
Ms. Pironis 
Mr. Thompson (tentative) 
 
Advocacy Committee 
Chair Mr. Thompson 
Ms. Hofmann 
Ms. Lombardo 
Ms. Pironis 
 
Ms. Barlow will send a list of committees and their charge to the board  members.  
. 
Strategic Plan 
The board discussed the strategic plan and agreed that the plan is still relevant.  Goals were discussed and 
progress reported.  Next, responsibilities are to be assigned to committees, resources noted, and a time 
frame added and priorities listed.  Work to be completed by June for the June meeting. 



 
 
Membership 
There are still vacant slots in the membership roster. 
 
Ms. Hofmann moved and Ms. Pironis seconded to invite Ms. Margie Rhoden  to join the board.  All in 
favor.  Ms. Hofmann will notify Ms. Rhoden and provide contact information to Ms. Barlow.  (After the 
meeting, Ms. Rhoden accepted the invitation to the board.) 
 
MLA Report 
Ms. Carty noted that Goal 1, Objective 1.3 is to be a key legislative advocate for Maryland libraries  We 
could track this better.  May 2 and 3 are National Legislative Day and Ms. Hofmann  and  Ms. Grahame 
will attend representing CML.   
 
Ms. Schmidt is in charge of a CML program at the MLA Conference.  We will also have a display for 
CML at the conference.  Mr. Ragland will be in charge of the display. 
 
Ms. Pironis will attend MACO as the CML representative.  Ms. Grahame and Martha Hyde will attend as 
well,  and will assist at the booth as needed. 
 
Baltimore Book Festival 
MLA may not participate in the Baltimore Book Festival this year as the Inner Harbor location is not as 
good as the previous location in Mt. Vernon Place. 
 
Maryland Day is April 30.  Mr. Thompson  is arranging the schedule of workers at the booth. Board 
members are to notify Mr. Thompson about volunteering. 
 
Ms. Carty will write the March Advocate. 
 
Ms. Wheeler moved and Mr. Martin seconded that the meeting be adjourned at 1:05 pm.  All in favor. 
 
 
 


